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There will be NO 
WA “I” chapter 
gathering in July. 
Join us in August 
new location new 
time!!! 
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Motorcycle Camping 
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It is the time of year when we get out and celebrate our amazing District in the GWRRA.  We get together with our 
Camp Trailers, Tents and Motor Homes and come together to celebrate, create friendships and strengthen the already 
built relationships.  This year we have an addition to that celebration.  The migration to Montana and the Montana District 
Rally.  I don’t know about you, but I will be doing more camping than hotels to save money across the way.  I was read-
ing on the soundrider.com  website an article about camping and some of the do’s and don’ts you should consider when 
planning for a successful camping trip.  This article also has some links to some websites that will assist you in your 
planning process.  Below is the article from the website.  Have a great rally and migration to Montana. 

 

Economical and now  
comfortable 

You want to go to the summer event, but all the motel rooms are 
sold out. You think motorcycle camping is uncomfortable, and years 
ago it used to be, but technology has made it comfortable again 
whether you're 17 or 70 years old. Will this be the year you get out 
and do some motorcycle camping? 

Here’s my confession: In my younger years I used to backpack, 
hike and car camp like a maniac. But as the years went on I found 
sleeping on the ground uncomfortable and always had enough money 
in my pocket to get a hotel room, rather than rough it. I swore I would never camp again. I lied. 

With the economy in the state that it’s in and my increasing desire to spend weekends out on my bike, this is the 
year I’m going back on my word and once again falling asleep under the stars. 

The good news is it won’t be as uncomfortable or as expensive to put together a rig. The bad news is some hotel 
bank account is gonna suffer. 

A lot has been written on motorcycle camping and in a minute I’ll be tuning you into a few spots on the web that are 
LOADED with information written by wise men, list keepers and outdoor enthusiasts who will reveal to you the secrets of 
motorcycle camping in the 21st century. 

You’re getting my take here and you need to understand a few things about my style before you read on. I’m a Tao-
ist at heart. Simple, simple, simple. I’m not getting into the details of what stove or cookware to carry, because in my 
world I pick up some food along the way that’s already pre-made and leave the cooking chores for others who want to 
get into the machinations of preparing meals in the outdoors. We’re not traversing Mt. Everest, or hiking the Pacific Crest 
Trail here folks, we’re riding our motorcycles and we’d rather be riding than washing dirty pots and futzing with freeze 
dried bags of glock. 

So it boils down to a good tent, air mat and sleeping bag essentially.  
A good tent is important because in the Northwest it tends to rain when you least expect it. Depending on how often 

you plan to camp in the coming years you might be able to get away with a $37 tent from Kmart, or you might spring the 
$200 for a tent that will last you for years. 

A good sleeping bag is important too. It can chill down at night around here. I personally have no plans to be out in 
freezing weather, but I opted for a bag that was comfortable down to 20 degrees just in case. It 
only cost me $70 and it works very well. The other good news is that sleeping bags today pack up 
about twice as small as they did 15 years ago.  

But when you're sleeping it's what's between the bag and tent that counts. A nice thick air 
mat, or down mat from Outdoor Research does a far better job at providing comfort at twice the loft 
and half the size of the old school Thermarest.  

In the world of backpacking weight is the major issue. Not so much with motorcycling. A three 
pound sleeping bag is nary different from a two pound bag. You’ve got a throttle in your hand, not a 
backpack on your shoulder. One pound ain’t gonna make a difference. What is key here is space. 
Do you really need a tent for four people when it’s just you and maybe your significant other hitting 
the road? A four person tent is gonna eat up a lot of packing space on your bike, so think twice. 
Space is the precious commodity here. 
             The title says it all. If you don't own a copy of this book pick one up. You're in for a treat 
             filled with tips and tricks to reduce space and carry the proper gear you need. 
In terms of just how much storage space you need, figure on 100 – 150 liters of packing 
space. A good set of saddle bags and a tail pack will provide that.  

������������	
��	

	����������������	���

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Welcome to Cache In�Trash Out 
����� Cache In Trash Out is an ongoing environmental initiative supported by the worldwide 

geocaching community. Since 2002, geocachers have been dedicated to cleaning up parks and other cache-friendly 
places around the world. Through these volunteer efforts, we help preserve the natural beauty of our out-
door resources! 
 
Annually, we celebrate International Cache In Trash Out events where geocachers have an opportunity to 
participate in coordinated worldwide clean-up efforts. Geocachers host clean-up events in their local area 
on the same day or weekend as other geocachers around the world. Together, we make an enormous 
positive impact. Did we mention that we also have a bit of fun while we are at it? 

�
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CITO on every hunt 

Cache In Trash Out doesn't just happen once a year. It can easily happen on every geocache 
adventure. Bring a trash bag along with you on your walks in the woods and pick up the occasional 
piece of trash you see on the trail. Even this small act can make a huge difference. 

 
CITO as a large one-day or weekend event 

You can organize a larger undertaking and accomplish much more with the help of other peo-
ple. Contact a land manager or local organization and work with them to determine the needs of 
the community. These can be scheduled any time of the year that works for your location. Always 
be sure to seek permission before cleaning up any areas that may be on private property. 

 
If you find this interesting or would like more information go to www.geocaching.com/cito. 
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MOTORCYCLE CAMPING Continued From Page 2  
Packing a sleeping bag and/or tent on the outside of the bike can be a problem unless you’re totally waterproof, so 

you might consider packing them into saddle bags or hard luggage units. And this is where space becomes the issue.  
 
Bill Johns is a local rider and member of WetLeather. He, along with a few others created a 12 page document that 

is loaded with wisdom about sleeping bags, tents, stuff sacks and much more. It was nice of Bill to do this because now I 
don’t have to write about it myself. Check it out at: http://www.wetleather.com/reference/camping.html 

 
You might not own a BMW and in case you don’t, don’t think for a minute that they’re the only guys who get to go 

bike camping cause they own "adventure" bikes or something. It doesn’t really matter what you ride as long as you con-
figure your bike to carry what you need on the trip. But…history shows us that there are a lot of BMW owners who do 
camp, and the BMWMOA site has an entire section about motorcycle camping that is also loaded with some very useful 
tips. You can read it at your leisure at: http://www.bmwmoa.org/camping/ 

 
Of course a good list is something everyone needs. Instead of sitting around trying to decide what you need to 

bring, Marc Lewis at Micapeak has created a wonderful list that you can customize to yourself. When you get to the list 
page you simply remove the checkmarks from the items you won’t be taking with you, tell the form what font you want it 
to print in, then hit submit and viola, your list is ready. Lord knows what possessed Marc to make life so easy for the rest 
of us, but we’re glad he did. Check it out at: http://www.micapeak.com/info/mclist.html 

 
For more Motorcycle Camping Tips, check out Bob Woofter's Motorcycle Camping Made Easy  and Tom Me-

hren's Packing Light/Packing Right .  For lightweight Motorcycle Camping gear click here . 
 

Doug & Beccky Adams, WA-I Rider Educator—Beccky, Su nshine 
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HAPPENINGS IN WASHINGTON DISTRICT 
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Here are the top three reasons to have and keep your e-mail address current:  

     3) It is required to have a current and correct e-mail to use the Message Boards. 

     2) Your e-mail needs to be correct and current to receive your renewal confirmations. 

     1) And the best reason to have a current and correct  e-mail in our system is to receive the Wingin' It, e-
Newsletter! So, tell all your friends to update their e-mails in our system. 

   When you change your address, be sure to update it in your online membership record or call Member Ser-
vices. Failure to do so can delay the arrival of your Wing World magazine, sometimes as much as two 
months.  

   When you change your address or renew your membership, your password for Wing World magazine and 
the Message Board will change. This is due to your password being based on the digits in your address and 
your expiration date. For help in determining your user name and password, just click on the following link  

www.gwrra.org/members or contact Member Services at 800-843-9460 or 623-581-2500. 

   It generally takes 2-3 weeks for new Member packets to arrive; however, it can sometimes take a little 
longer depending on the mail service. For our Canadian and International Members, please allow 3-4 weeks 
for delivery. If your packet hasn't arrived within 4 weeks, no matter where you reside, please call Member 
Services. 

   Only two membership cards are issued per family; one for the main rider and one for the co-rider. Addi-
tional membership cards are available for purchase at $5 per card.  
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By one of the mystery 
check points was Wally’s 
50 style Drive in Buckley. 
We enjoyed a great lunch 

and enjoyed the air-
conditioning, it was very 

warm 83 Degrees.  

A surprise visitor (Elvis?) showed up at Gerbings. Hot 
dogs, chips and soda was served and drawings were 
held. Chapter I received several door prizes but the big 
prizes were won mostly by WA ‘D’. Those  Lucky Ducks!!! 
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July 17-18-19 —WA District Rally Lyndon, WA http://gwrra-wa.org/
Flyers/2009_District_Rally_Lynden.pdf 

July 20-23 — Migration to Montana http://gwrra-wa.org/
Flyers/2009_R2R_Flyer.pdf 
July 24-25 Montana District—http://gwrra-mt.org/MT_district 
20rally_july09.pdf 
July 31-Aug 3 — Region J Rally, Maple Ridge, BC http://gwrra-
wa.org/Flyers/2009_RegionJ_Rally_Poster.pdf  

������������ ���� ��� � ���� ��� � ������� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ����
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

� �

�

��

�����������

�

2 	�
�
�(!?�
�


�

����
��������
����

�����

��������
���������  
�

��

�

� � �  

 

�

��

Barb Ellis 

Sheila 
Schmidt 

Birthdays 
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��� Tom T BD �

WA ’A’  Mystery 
Ride 

WA-L Pasco 
WA-C Everett  
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�	�� WA ‘I’ 
Staff Meeting 
VFW Hall 
Martin Way, 
Olympia  

�
��� 2nd Ann. 
Bob and 
Donna Bacon  
Bill & Helen 
Meyenbergs 
47th Anniver-
sary  
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WA-P Longview 
8AM   

�� ����

NO WA-I 
Gathering 
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Road Trip 
Migration to 
Montana 
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Montana 
District Rally  

�
�

Birthday 

Terry Young 

���
Becky Yar-
nell’s Birth-
day 
WA-O 

Port Orchard 

��  

Parents Day 
WA-F  
Spanaway 

8:30am 

��� 7th Ann. 
Rich and Val 
Vertz 

��� 40th Ann. 
Mark and 
Sheila 
Schmidt �

29 30 53rd Ann. 

Norval & 
Yvonne Jo-
hanson 

31 

Region J 
Rally Maple 
Ridge, BC 
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Ruby 
Astrological sign:  
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����������	���� � !� The Herd is grazing here and there and all is well…. 
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WA DISTRICT STAFF 
District Directors  

 

Mike and Peggy Hudnell  

Asst District Directors  Hank and Marilyn Smith  

Asst District Directors  Bob and Patty Spencer  

Educators  Jim and Pam Swart  

Leadership Trainers  Mike and Lynn Briggs  

Treasurers  Erv and Phyllis Granahan  

Membership Coordinator  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Stores  Greg and Janet Beeck  

Webmaster  John and Barb Smith  

Couple of the Year  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Individual of the Year  OPEN  

Vendor Coordinators  Dave and Terri McCullough  

Newsletter Editor  Shirley and Dale Dufner  

REGION I STAFF 
Region Directors  

 

Steve & Sandra Henickman  

Assistant Directors  TBA  

Rider Educators  Lee and Anna Nelson  

Instructor Coordinators  Eric & Mona Carlson  

Leadership Trainers  Jim and Joy Fleming  

Treasurer  Diane Covert  

Member Enhancement  

Coordinator  

Donna and Doug Deskin  

Newsletter Editor  Dianne Kester  

Webmaster  Dave Covert  

COY Coordinators  Dave & Dawna Hill  

Couple of the Year  Dale & Shirley Dufner  

� �

GWRRA Exec. Director  Melissa Eason  

� �
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July 9  
     Barb Ellis  
     Sheila Schmidt 
July 11  
     Tom Teffeteller 
July 24  
   Terri Young 
July 25  
   Becky Yarnell 
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July 14 Bob & Donna Bacon (2nd) 
 

July 14 Bill & Helen Meyenburg (47th) 
 

July 27 Richard & Valerie Vertz (7th)  
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CHAPTER ‘I’ STAFF 
Chapter Directors: Doug and Donna Deskin  email: uncledougel@comcast.net  

Assistant Directors: Smitty and Linda Smith email: waiacd@gwrrawai.org  

Rider Educator: Doug & Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org 

Treasurer: Cheryl & Pat Barrett email: waitreasurer@gwrrawai.org  

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Jeri Wood email: waimec@gwrrawai.org  

Chapter Couple of the Year: Glenn & Terri Young  email: waicoy@gwrrawai.org  

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster: Donna Deskin email: waiweb@gwrrawai.org 

Stores: Linda Smith email: waistores@gwrrawai.org  

Ride Coordinator: Bruce Wood email: wingwood@hctc.com  

Road Captain: Ray Abitz email: rainbitz@comcast.net  

Event Coordinators: Ron & Marica Wolf email: wolfden10@comcast.net 

Sunshine: Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org  

Mailer/Stamp Licker: Pat Barrett email: waiprinter@gwrrawai.org  

��������	��7�8�.���	����������(�

9��(�!$����	������=	����5(��	�
�����



WA Chapter Director Meeting Date/Time Location 

A Jeff Harvey  -  www.gwrra-waa.org 4th Saturday — 8:00 AM Old Country Buffet Kent 

B 
 

Mike & Bijou White  -  (360) 275-0461 1st Sunday — 9:00 AM Bremerton Eagles  Bremerton 

C 
 

Tad and Kim Olafson—425-337-5806 2nd Saturday — 8:00 AM Eagles  1216 Broadway, Everett 

D 
 

Erv & Phyllis Granahan  360-249-3463 2nd Saturday  8:30 AM Duffy's Restaurant  Aberdeen 

E 
 

Dave & Sheila Chavez  cd@gwrra-wae.org 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM VFW Post 2995 Redmond 

F 
 

Jim Duncan  www.gwrra-waf.org 4th Sunday  8:30 AM Eagles #3563 22316 Mt Hwy E., Spanaway 

H 
 

Garry & Judy Calman  360-739-5888 2nd Tuesday -6:30 PM Fairway Family Restaurant   Lynden 

I 
 

Doug & Donna Deskin  
www.gwrrawai.org 

3rd Sunday 8:00 AM 
Meeting 9:00am 

VFW Hall on Martin Way, 
Olympia, WA 

L 
 

Gary & Diane Domas  509-582-7214 2nd Saturday 8:00 AM Cousin's  4605 N. Road 68, Pasco 

M  Ron Hafson (509) 697-4415 1st Saturday 8:00 AM   Branding Iron Restaurant  Toppenish 

N 
 

Dale & Shirley Dufner  509-924-3698 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM Golden Corral Buffet and Grill  Spokane 

O 
 

Ken & Sandy Smith 360-876-6737 4th Saturday 8:00 AM Airport Diner   Port Orchard 

P 
 

Chuck Porter 360-636-0519 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM  Izzy's Pizza  94 Oregon Way  Longview 

Q  Chuck & Nancy Caldara (253)-770-4927 1st Friday 7:00 AM Hangar Inn  Puyallup, WA 98372 

R John & Dee Maplethorpe (509) 382-3187 1st Saturday 8:00 AM The Fountain Family Restaurant 
190 South Main in Milton-Freewater, Or 

V 
 

Eddie & Clarine Dunn (206) 431-0961 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Old Country Buffet  Federal Way 

X 
 

Steve & Deb Pattison  (206) 225-9553 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Billygan's Roadhouse  Vancouver 

Y 
 

Don & Marlene Weikart (206) 915-8107 2nd Friday 6:30 PM Krain Corner Restaurant  Enumclaw 

Z Jesse and Eva Valentine (360)888-0546  2nd Saturday 5:30 PM PJ's Pizza  1232 Alder Street, Centralia 
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Home of the George Kenny  
School of Chainsaw Carving 

18351 E. State Hwy 3 
Allyn, WA 98524 

info@bearinabox.com  
www.bearinabox.com 
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    A family tradition to re-
member! 

                                  By Donna De-
skin,  WA-I Newsletter Editor  
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